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Sri Lankan government urges civilians to flee

by Ravi Nessman
Colombo, Sri Lanka
SRI LANKA’S government
dropped leaflets across the
northern war zone yesterday
urging civilians to flee the
fighting amid accusations
the military pounded the
area with artillery shells that
killed at least 10 civilians.
Government forces have
cornered the Tamil Tiger
rebels in a 5km-long strip
along the north-east coast
and appear poised to end
the quarter-century civil
war.

However,
international
pressure has grown for a
ceasefire to protect tens of
thousands of ethnic Tamil
civilians trapped in the area.
The government accuses
the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam rebels of holding the civilians hostage.
In a brief leaflet dropped
by aircraft on the area,
President Mahinda Rajapaksa appealed to the civilians
to flee across the front lines,
according to the government.
“Your suffering is prolonged by this action of the

LTTE who are holding you
as a human shield for their
own safety and security,” the
leaflet said. “I appeal to
every one of you to come
over to the cleared areas.”
The president promised to
ensure the safety of all
civilians. Rajapaksa had earlier pledged to stop using
heavy weapons in the war
zone to safeguard the civilians, but reports from the
densely packed war zone
accused the military of continuing to launch artillery
attacks and air strikes.
A new artillery barrage

began on Thursday night
and lasted until yesterday
morning, with more than
100 shells hitting the area,
said a government health
official in the war zone.
One shell hit the top of a
coconut tree and exploded,
sending shrapnel raining
down on the civilians below
and killing 10, the official
said.
The official, who said he
witnessed
the
attack,
declined to be identified by
name because he was not
authorised to speak to the
media.

Military spokesman Brig
Udaya Nanayakkara denied
the army had fired artillery,
and said the insurgents
might be setting off the
explosions themselves to
implicate the government.
Suspected rebels also
opened a new front in the
war — in cyberspace —
hacking the army’s official
website and replacing it with
photos that purportedly
showed civilian casualties of
the war.
The
military,
which
blamed the Tamil Tigers for
the cyber attack, said it

planned to have the problem
fixed by last night.
Concern over the fate
of the estimated 50,000
civilians trapped in the war
zone has grown, following a
UN report that nearly 6,500
civilians were killed in the
last three months.
The British and French
foreign ministers called for a
humanitarian truce during a
rare visit Wednesday, and
Japan’s special mediator for
the conflict, Yasushi Akashi,
was in Sri Lanka yesterday
to call on the government to
safeguard civilians.

Rajapaksa rejected the
calls for a ceasefire, and
praised the war effort.
“We fearlessly stood up to
a brand of terrorism that the
entire world believed was
invincible,” he said in a May
Day address yesterday.
The Tamil Tigers have
been fighting since 1983 for
an independent state for
minority Tamils in the
north and east after decades
of
marginalisation
by
governments dominated by
the Sinhalese majority.
The latest military offensive has cornered them in a

tiny strip of northeastern
coast and appears on the
verge of defeating the rebel
group.
Early yesterday, naval
forces fired on two rebel
suicide boats and a third
attack
craft,
destroying
them and killing 23 Tamil
Tiger sailors, Nanayakkara
said.
The government and aid
groups, meanwhile, were
struggling to cope with
more than 120,000 civilians
who fled the war zone
last week, overwhelming
displacement camps.

Tamils are being
forced into the arms
of their tormentors

A

CCORDING to UN
figures almost 6,500
ethnic Tamils have been
killed and over 14,000 injured during
the last three months of the Sri
Lankan army offensive.
Tamils state that the figures are
much higher. Instead of putting the
necessary pressure on the Sri Lankan
government to stop the war, the US
and the United Nations are allowing
the slaughter to escalate.
It is as if the Israeli attack on the
Palestinians was allowed to continue
for over four times the period with
four times the casualties.
One of the main reasons that this
barbarity is allowed to continue is
because the conflict in Sri Lanka is
being depicted as a conflict between
two parties where the innocent
civilians are trapped, killed, maimed
and wounded in their thousands. Such
a depiction conceals the reality of the
conflict.
According to the most influential
alliance partners of the ruling Sri
Lankan government, the Jathika Hela
Urumaya (JHU National Heritage
Party) — those who are trapped in
the LTTE held areas cannot be called
innocent civilians, as they are the kith
and kin of the Tamil Tigers and they
are legitimate targets of the government’s “war against terror” to
safeguard the unitary Sinhala Buddhist
state.
For the political elite that form the
Sinhala mindset, the Tamils who had
decided freely to live in the Vanni
area, controlled by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), for
about 15 years have to be punished
and tormented until their will is
completely broken and they submit to
Sinhala rule.
For over two years now the Sri
Lankan military offensive has, through
the sheer force of continuous bombardment, shrunk the area under
LTTE control from 15,000sq km to

The truth is that
the Tamil region is
the ‘Gaza of South
Asia’, writes
Jude Lal
Fernando
5sq km. The objective is to put as
much pressure on the Tamils so that
they flee into the hands of the Sri
Lankan soldiers despite the fact they
will be incarcerated in Government
detention camps for an unlimited
time period — a massive version of
Guantanamo — where according to
a German NGO, rape, torture and
executions happen continuously.
As Anne Marie Loof, Medecins
Sans Frontieres head of mission for Sri
Lanka, puts it: “A few weeks ago
people were scared to leave because of
their fear of the Sri Lanka Army, but
now they are terrified of staying.”
What is going on in Sri Lanka is in
reality a war against the Tamil
population in the north and east of
the country to maintain Sinhala
supremacist rule. As a Tamil demonstrator in London said: “It is not the
LTTE which is holding the Tamil
people as a human shield, it is we, the
Tamils, who want the Tigers to be
our human shield against the Sri
Lankan state.”
It is this subjugation which has
reached its peak today that the Tamils
have been opposing for 60 years in the

A displaced Tamil woman holds her baby at a camp in Chettikulam, northern Sri Lanka this week. The Sri Lankan government has refused to end an offensive
against Tamil rebels and allow humanitarian access to civilians trapped by the fighting.
Picture: AFP Photo/Pedro Ugarte/ Getty Images
form of a Tamil national movement.
For 30 years, since independence in
1948, the Tamils have struggled
non-violently for their democratic
rights — which were met with brutal
armed force and hysterical racial terror
promoted by Sinhala-dominated Sri
Lankan governments. During the
elections of 1977 the Tamils in the
north and east voted overwhelmingly
for the programme of the non-violent
parliamentary party the TULF (Tamil
United Liberation Front), which won
a mandate for an independent state —
only to be excluded from the Sri
Lankan parliament.

It is only after the failure of 30 years
of systematic Ghandian-style protests
that the armed struggle emerged and
steadily gained support.
In fact, during the last general
elections in 2004 the TNA (Tamil
National Alliance) got an even larger
proportion of the popular vote than
the TULF had in 1977. The TNA
won on the basis that the LTTE had
the sole right to negotiate on behalf of
the Tamils in the north and east.
A petition to the EU — signed by
around 100 academics, human rights
activists and artists in Europe (including 30 from Ireland) — made an ap-

peal as follows: “Tens of thousands of
Tamil refugees that had been expelled
from their homes in the east of the
island by the military operations of the
GoSL more than two years ago, like
the hundreds of thousands from the
Jaffna peninsula more than15 years
ago, have yet to be able to return,
because large parts of their homeland
have been declared high-security
zones and occupied by the Sri Lankan
armed forces.”
In the case of the recent Israeli
military onslaught in Gaza, even those
who opposed Hamas condemned the
Israeli invasion and demanded a halt

to the invasion of Palestinian territory.
In the case of the Tamil region what
is being promoted by the international
community is to lead the Tamils into
detention camps of their tormentors.
The untold truth is that the Tamil
Region is the ‘Gaza of South Asia’
where the Tamils, like the Palestinians
in Gaza, have a right to live.
■ Jude Lal Fernando is a research

fellow and lecturer in Buddhist-Christian dialogue at the Irish School of
Ecumenics, Trinity College Dublin.
He is a member of the Irish Forum
for Peace in Sri Lanka (IFPSL)

May Day marked by violent protests across Europe
by Thomas Grove
Istanbul

Belarussian trade union
members at a rally in Minsk.

MAY DAY protesters
clashed with riot police in
Germany, Turkey and
Greece yesterday while
thousands angry at the
government’s response to
the global financial crisis
took to the streets in
France.
Rising unemployment
across Europe and beyond
has added intensity to May
Day marches as last year’s
market crash and banking
meltdown rolls into the
real economy. There were

early morning clashes in
Germany, and protests in
Istanbul turned violent.
Greek police clashed
with self-styled anarchists.
Turkish riot police fired
water cannon and tear
gas to disperse masked
protesters. Young men
hurled stones and Molotov
cocktails, smashing bank
and shop windows. Istanbul police said 68 demonstrators were detained and
11 police wounded.
Leftists and Kurdish separatists regularly clash with
police at demonstrations in
Turkey and the May Day

protest last year also
turned violent. Turkey’s
government had declared
May Day, traditionally
marked across Europe and
beyond by rallies by labour
unions, a public holiday
this year under pressure
from the unions.
“Those who are here are
unemployed and need
work,”
said
Mehmet
Guleryuz, a film director.
“These are students who
cannot pay tuition fees.
Things are bad everywhere, but it hits Turkey
hard.” Almost one in three
young people in Turkey is

Man behind car
attack on Dutch
royal family dies
by Arthur Max
Amsterdam
THE man who drove his car
into a crowd of parade spectators and killed six people
died of his injuries yesterday,
leaving unresolved the mystery of why he tried to attack the Dutch royal family.
The 38-year-old suspect,
identified by Dutch media
as Karst Tates, had been in
critical condition since the
attack on Thursday on
Queen’s Day, the Dutch national holiday.
Ten other people were
hurt when he rammed
his car through police
barricades
toward
an
open-topped bus carrying
Queen Beatrix and several

other members of the royal
family.
He told one of the first
police officers to rush to his
car that the attack was aimed
at the royal family, prosecutor Ludo Goossens said. But
the motive was unclear.
“It is very difficult now
that we no longer have the
suspect to reconstruct what
was behind this,” said Fred
de Graaf, the mayor of
Apeldoorn where the incident occurred. “An element
of uncertainty will remain
because you can no longer
question the suspect,” he
told reporters.
Dutch
media,
citing
neighbours, said Tates recently was fired from his job
as a security guard and was

without a job and the
government fears social
unrest and increased ethnic
tension because of the
downturn. Labour unions,
traditionally weak, have
become increasingly vocal.
In Berlin and Hamburg,
scattered violence erupted
in the early hours of the
May Day holiday injuring
more than 50 riot police,
authorities said.
About 200 demonstrators chanting anti-capitalism slogans threw bottles
and stones at riot police in
Berlin, torching five cars.
Germany is facing its

worst economic crisis since
World War II. “On the
one hand there are people
out in the streets protesting peacefully against
the economic crisis and
there is nothing wrong
with that,” said police
spokesman Frank Miller.
“But when people burn
cars and trash containers
and commit other criminal
acts — that has nothing to
do with political protests.”
French unions organised
nearly
300
marches
targeting President Nicolas
Sarkozy’s social policies
and crisis management,

with
the
opposition
Socialist party calling on
its members to join the
protests for the first time
since 2002. France’s headline jobless total rose to almost 2.5 million in March,
2.7% up on the previous
month. The number of
jobseekers under 25 increased 36% year-on-year.
In a sign of how far
disillusion has spread, even
staff in management positions were taking part in
the marches. “It is absolutely not in our tradition
to protest on May 1,
but given the economic

context in France and crisis we decided to join in,”
said Carole Couvert, a
leader of the CFE-CGC
union for executives.
Greek police said they
fired tear gas in a clash
with 300 people at Athens
Polytechnic.
Elsewhere
in Athens, nearly 6,000
protesters, mostly members of a communist trade
union, gathered under the
watchful eyes of 4,000 police. Many were angry at
bank bailouts. “We won’t
pay for their crisis,” read
banners from the country’s
main trade union GSEE.

‘David Blaine of
football’ claims
world record

The scene of the attack when a Dutch national, named as
Karst Tates, attempted to attack the Dutch royal family.
to be evicted from his home
in the small eastern town of
Huissen because he could
no longer afford the rent.
Police said he had no history of mental illness or police record. The neighbours
described him as friendly,
but a man who kept to himself, the NRC Handelsblad
newspaper reported.
Prosecutors said the suspect’s death ended the crim-

inal investigation against
him, but that they would
continue to investigate
whether he acted alone.
Police who searched the
man’s house on Thursday
“found no weapons, explosives or indications of other
suspects”, prosecutors said.
No links with terrorism
or ideological groups were
immediately
uncovered,
they said.

A BRITISH man yesterday
claimed a new world record
for keeping a football in the
air, after sailing past the
previous record of 19 hours
and 30 minutes in London.
Dan Magness, 25, played
keepy-uppy using his feet,
legs, shoulders and head in
Covent Garden, passing the
old record at 8.30am.
Just seconds away from
reaching the 24-hour mark,
Magness relaxed as the
crowd cheered him on, and
almost lost control of the
ball — but he managed to
regain his composure in
time.
“It feels good,” he said,
before revealing he had
been worried after 10 hours
that he would be unable to

continue as tiredness took
hold.
Manager Gareth
Brocklebank denied that
Magness had taken a break
when no one was watching
in the early hours of the
morning, saying: “He has
followed the Guinness
(World Records) guidelines
to a tee.”
Magness, from Milton
Keynes in southern
England, describes himself
as an exponent of “freestyle
football” and says he is the
“David Blaine of football”.
The previous world
record, held by the Brazilian Martinho Eduardo
Orige, was smashed by over
four hours, according to
Guinness World Records.

Dan Magness keeps a ball airborne for 24 hours in Covent
Garden to claim a new world record. Picture: Johnny Green/PA
The self-styled “ginger
freestyler”, said he had
spent months on strength
and stamina training. “A
millisecond lapse in concentration – all the training
[would] count for nothing.”
Magness’s record breaking
effort took place inside a
Perspex box in Covent
Garden, reminiscent of the
one suspended above the
Thames by David Blaine.

The attempt was staged
in association with the
PlayStation Freestylers
initiative, an online
competition to find the
best freestylers in Britain.
The national winners will
compete in a live European
Final in Italy and the overall
winner will become the
official ball carrier at this
year’s UEFA Champions
League Final.

